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NORTHWEST SYRIA1 

Despite no changes in territorial control, Government of Syria (GoS) shelling and 
growing levels of aerial activity continued in the Hayyat Tahrir ash Sham (HTS)-
dominated northwest (Figure 2). HTS and other opposition groups also shelled 
GoS-controlled areas around the Idleb enclave (Figure 3). 

 

Figure 2: GoS-initiated aerial bombardment (Blue) and shelling (Red) in northwest Syria since 
August 2019. Data from ACLED and The Carter Center. 

 

Figure 3: HTS and other armed groups shelling (blue) and armed clashes against (red) GoS areas in 
northwest Syria since August 2019. Data from ACLED and The Carter Center. 

Inside Idleb, there was internal conflict between opposition groups. In the Sharqi 
Neighborhood of Idleb City, an improvised explosive device (IED) detonated near 
an HTS checkpoint, while in the town of Bennish, unidentified gunmen shot dead 
a local HTS-aligned council member. 

https://thecartercenter-my.sharepoint.com/personal/kate_keator_cartercenter_org/Documents/Reports%20and%20Analysis/External/Weekly%20Briefs/2019/acleddata.com
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Deir Ez Zor highway on 14 October.  

NORTHEAST SYRIA 

Further changes in territorial control occurred during this reporting period after 
the start of “Operation Peace Spring” in northeast Syria the previous week. 3 
Turkish and allied Syrian opposition forces widened their control in areas 
extending between Ras al Ain and Tal Abiad and southwards to the M4 highway.  
Intense Turkish aerial and ground bombardments accompanied this advance and 
continued across the northeast until 17 October, when a 5-day ceasefire was 
agreed between Turkey and the US.  

However, sporadic clashes and shelling continued in 15 areas4 after the start of 
the ceasefire, including in Bab al Kheir village, where Turkish-backed armed 
groups made brief advances on 18 October before being forced back to their 
original position by the SDF. The ceasefire is set to expire on 22 October. 

GoS forces entered various locations in the northeast to create a buffer against 
Turkish expansion. After a deal between the SDF and GoS was reached on 14 
October, GoS f

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/10/erdogan-putin-meet-truce-northeast-syria-set-expire-191022065737650.html
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2019/10/14/assad-troops-enter-northeast-syria-russia-backed-deal-kurds/
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/21/world/middleeast/us-withdrawal-syria-iraq.html
https://twitter.com/Elizrael/status/1185644223405666307
/resources/pdfs/peace/conflict_resolution/syria-conflict/weekly_conflict_summary_16to22sep2019.pdf
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invasion between 14 and 20 October. Kurdish authorities estimated the 
displacement of up to 275,000 people since the beginning of Operation Peace 
Spring. UNOCHA estimates that 160,000 people had been displaced. The UN and 
Médecins Sans Frontieres evacuated all their staff from northeast Syria. 

Instability continued in camps holding women and children associated with ISIS. 
In Al Hol camp, SDF guards arrested several women inside the camp for causing 
unrest. In Ein Issa camp, camp residents set fire to their tents, also armed clashes 
were reported on 14 October.7 These are the first armed clashes reported in Ein 
Issa camp and follow similar attacks in Al Hol camp in the past month, as 
previously reported on here. 

Widespread demonstrations took place in Tabqa, Ashara, Baghuz, Asbah Hessen, 
Jdid Ekeidat and Shiheil, denouncing the arrival of GoS forces in the northeast and 
growing Iranian influence in the region. With the exception of Tabqa, these towns 
have been the site of previous anti-GoS and anti-Iranian protests during 2019. 

Low-level attacks also continued against SDF and aligned personnel in the 
northeast. In the vicinity of Hasakeh City, two IEDs targeted SDF patrols in Ajaja 
and Jisr al Attala villages. In Shiheil and Hawayij Thiban, suspected ISIS members 
shot dead a local mayor and SDF member. An ISIS suicide car bomb also detonated 
at an SDF checkpoint in Hawayij. It is the first recorded suicide attack in the town 
since it was taken over by SDF forces in 2018, but still within an area that has 
typically seen such attacks in the past year (Figure 4). 

                                                        
7 Al-Hol and Ain Issa camps hold Syrian and foreign women and children who are associated with ISIS. 

These camps are guarded by the SDF. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/syrian-troops-enter-towns-in-northeast-as-erdogan-warns-of-wider-offensive/2019/10/14/3fe2c420-ee06-11e9-bb7e-d2026ee0c199_story.html
/resources/pdfs/peace/conflict_resolution/syria-conflict/weekly_conflict_summary_23to29sep2019.pdf



