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Welcome to Volume 4 of E-News in Jamaica specifically focused on Access to 
Information and Investigative Journalism. The Objective of this e-newsletter is to provide a 
forum for the exchange of information and ideas about Jamaica’s Access to Information Act
and to provide an opportunity to focus on specific issues, themes and news relating to the
publics “Right to Know”. We hope that through the distribution of this e-newsletter, we can 
raise awareness of the Access to Information Act in Jamaica and encourage persons to use
this new right. 

This e-newsletter is prepared in conjunction with Northern Caribbean University, Media
Communications Department but it is hoped that other organisations and individuals will
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assume-and expect-that government contracts are competitively bid, partly because White House, Pentagon and 
company officials have, year after year, emphasized what they want us to know and, like a circus magician, misdirected 
our attention away from what would expose them.  

Despite the inhospitable landscape and the grim nature of the work-forensically excavating the cold corpus of 
unvarnished reality-most investigative reporters would probably grudgingly acknowledge that they are, to paraphrase 
John Kennedy, "idealists without illusions," with some modicum of hope that things can and should be better than they 
are.  

Hope and perspective are essential, for there is much work to be done.  

Survey on the use of the Access to Information Act and Investigative Journalism in Jamaica,  

(Survey November 2004) 

By Carole Excell and Monika Goforth, The Carter Center 

Journalists in Jamaica are being challenged daily by the public to conduct investigative reporting on diverse issues
including the economy, crime, corruption, environment, health and education. There are those that say that investigative
reporting happens rarely in Jamaica while others speak to the media and its loss of objectivity, creativeness and
imagination in sourcing information and presenting “the story behind the story”. The Carter Center in association with
Media Association of Jamaica, Management Systems International (Civil Society Project) and the Press Association of
Jamaica held a workshop entitled “Creating a Culture of Investigative Journalism in Jamaica and the Use of Access to
Information,” in November 2004 to discuss some of these issues. The Objectives of the workshop included examining
the state of Investigative Journalism in Jamaica and promoting awareness of, and the use of the Access to Information 
Act (ATI) by the Jamaican media. The Carter Center issued a survey to the participants (media owners, editors and
journalists) to measure their knowledge of the Access to Information Act 2002, its use in investigative journalism and 
the important role the Act could play in Jamaica. The sample size was small with only twenty-seven of our fifty-one 
workshop participants responded to the questionnaire but the proportion of respondents to workshop participants is a
large enough sample size to suggest the general impression that the workshop attendees had towards ATI and
investigative journalism.  
 
The results of the survey suggest that the representatives from the media were conflicted as to whether a culture for
investigative journalism exists in Jamaica with a higher number of respondents strongly disagreeing to this suggestion.
This despite the fact that almost 100% of the respondents stated that they had conducted some investigative reporting
in the past. All but one of the respondents had heard of the Access to Information Act citing government services, the
ATI Unit, workshops and the media as including information on the Act. 48% of the respondents were active in the
passage of the Access to Information Act by participating in seminars, making comments through the Press Association
Jamaica or covering the parliamentary debates. Furthermore, all the respondents held that Access to Information is
important to their work, as it is critical for investigative journalism. These statistics suggest that there is a relative 
appreciation for the importance of the Act in the field of journalism, as over 90% of the participants acknowledged this
fact. Nonetheless, only two of the twenty-seven media representatives had actually used the Access to Information Act, 
with the Act being in effect for almost a year. Media representatives sited a number of reasons including their
unfamiliarity with the process, the fact that their was no need to use it in their work, and the amount of time taken to 
receive documents. This result may suggest that the media is still conducted news reporting on the basis of their
sources, information publicly available or supplied through press releases. Support from media owners both in terms o
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Jamaica is a process, which is critical if the media fraternity is to make full use of the Access to Information Act. This is
a process that we hope has begun with the Carter Center’s continued work with the media in Jamaica 

Lessons learnt from workshop on “Creating a culture for Investigative Journalism and the use of Access to 
Information 

 

Article from NCU- 

 

 

 

Media’s use of Access to Information Laws around the world 

By Laura Neuman, Carter Center 

 

The Access to Information Investigative Journalism Student Award  

By NCU 

 

 

 

  

Upcoming Events, Training and Awards for Investigative Journalism 

Jamaican journalists who are interested in furthering their training on investigative journalism have a number of 
opportunities to broaden their knowledge base both from Degree and Masters Programs at International Universities or
through training courses specifically offered on investigative journalism. There also a number of opportunities to
highlight some of the work done in Jamaica by journalists through the submission of investigative pieces for
international awards. The development and increase in support of Jamaican awards for Investigative Journalism from
the private sector and civil society is also an encouraging development. The following is a brief list of some of the 
international awards, fellowships and training opportunities that are available and posted online.  
 
Awards/Fellowships: 
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Endowment for Democracy (NED) in Washington D.C. Costs: Receive a monthly stipend for living expenses, health 
insurance and reimbursement for travel to and from Washington D.C. Application Deadline: April 1 – encouraged to 
submit materials earlier.More Information: visit www.ned.org/forum/fellowship_program.html or contact 
kristin@ned.org  
 
The Gordon Fisher Fellowship 
.This fellowship covers the stay of a Commonwealth newspaper journalist each year enabling the winner to spend a year 
at the University of Toronto doing postgraduate study in the field of  journalism of their choosing.Costs: Living 
accommodations and travel are covered by the Fellowship. Application Deadline: February 18 
More Information: visit http://www.cpu.org.uk/fellowsh_gf.html or contact cpu@org.uk 
 
World Bank Institute Online Courses 
The World Bank Institute offers online Investigative Journalism courses at the introductory and advanced levels. 
Investigative Journalism I is a course designed to assist younger reporters in developing the skills they need to operate 
as effective reporters in a democratic society and within a market economy. This course is built around a case study 
featuring bribery and corruption that has proven popular with hundreds of young journalists in developing countries. 
Investigative Journalism II aims to strengthen the capacity of the news media so they can play a critical role in holding 
governments and businesses to account. Focusing on mid-level reporters with the means to carry out and deliver well-
researched and clearly written stories that expose wrongdoing, corruption and systemic malfunction in developing and 
transitional nations, the course identifies constraints to doing watchdog journalism, and provides a tool kit to reporters 
on how to do investigative projects. 
More Information: contact skpundeh1@worldbank.org or visit www.worldbank.org  
 
Upcoming Events:  
 
Media:- Internal Training Workshops for the Media on the Access to Information Act continue in July with two 
completed in the month of June.  Topics covered in the 2 hour training course include : The basics of the Access to 
Information Act for journalists, Tips for making requests and avoiding pitfalls, Access to Information and investigating 
special issues, challenging refusals and enforcing your right to information. 
 
Press Conference: The Access to Information Stakeholders Committee is hosting a Press Conference to highlight July 
5, 2005 when all Government Agencies, wholly owned Companies and Parish Councils are brought under the Access to 
Information Act. This is an important day as it will bring the Act into effect throughout Government and highlight the 
Government’s continuing commitment to timely implementation of the Act. 

Quote of the month on the Right to Know 
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views on this and whether you believe this would be beneficial to the work to create this.   

If you do not want to receive this e-newsletter please e-mail Carole Excell at cartercenterja@mail.infochan.com or call 
her at 755-3641. Again, we apologize for any cross postings, and are currently working on a database of e-mails to avoid 
future duplications.  

NOTE: Please note that the Carter Center reserve the right to edit the newsletter or articles or information submitted. 
The materials contained in this newsletter are provided for general information purposes only and are not necessarily 
the views of the Carter Center. 
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