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Provincial Elections 
 
While the irregularities cited above do not in our view amount to a significant impact on the 
outcome of the presidential election, the same cannot be said with confidence for the provin-
cial elections which were held at the same time and the results for which are still being tabu-
lated.  Instead of one national tally, with millions of votes separating two candidates, provin-
cial seats may often be determined by a few hundred votes or less.  In such circumstances, the 
standards of credibility become much tighter, and problems such as those reported in this 
statement can have a determinant impact upon individual races.  Once again, The Carter Cen-
ter urges the CEI to make available all results broken down by polling station, so that candi-
dates can either convince themselves that the results are true or lodge a properly supported 
appeal.   The same strong recommendation applies to the legislative elections held on July 30, 
although the period for appeals has passed.  The impact of such transparency measures on the 
credibility of the presidential process has already been enormous. 
 
 
The Carter Center conducts its election observation in accordance with the Declaration of 
Principles of International Election Observation and Code of Conduct adopted at the United 
Nations in 2005. 
 
 

#### 
 
The Carter Center was founded in 1982 by former U.S. President Jimmy Carter and his wife, 
Rosalynn, in partnership with Emory University, to advance peace and health worldwide.  A 
not-for-profit, nongovernmental organization, the Center has helped to improve life for peo-
ple in more than 65 countries by resolving conflicts; advancing democracy, human rights, 
and economic opportunity; preventing diseases; improving mental health care; and teaching 
farmers to increase crop production. Please visit www.cartercenter.org to learn more about 
The Carter Center. 
 
 


