
OCCASIONAL REPORT ON VENEZUELA’S POLITICAL ELECTORAL 

CONTEXT 

 

ACTIVITIES ON THE PRE-ELECTORAL CALENDAR BEGIN AMID 
ESCALATING POLITICAL POLARIZATION 

Executive Summary 

 

Allegations made by the National Government regarding a failed coup 

attempt, the arrest of the Mayor of Caracas and the murder of a young student 

during anti-government demonstrations in the city of San Cristobal by a security 

agent have triggered an upsurge in political conflict during this reporting period, 

thereby relegating electoral issues to the back burner.1 

 

At the time this report was issued, the electoral authority had yet to 

announce the date for parliamentary elections to be held in 2015, giving rise to 

numerous speculations that even involved UNASUR and the Brazilian Foreign 

Ministry. Yet, the CNE has continued its work on organizing activities leading up 

to elections, including preparation of the primaries for the country’s two major 

political forces. According to the announcement issued by the electoral body, the 

primary elections of the Mesa de la Unidad Democrática (Democratic Unity Table-

MUD) will be held May 17 and the respective primaries of the United Socialist 

Party of Venezuela (PSUV) will take place June 28. 

 

The process of renewing authorities in the Electoral Branch also 

concluded during this reporting period, with the two rulings handed down by the 

Constitutional Chamber of the Supreme Court (TSJ): deeming baseless the appeal 

for clarification filed by the Un Nuevo Tiempo party Deputy Stalin González 

regarding the provisional nature of the appointment of new rectors, and deeming 

inadmissible the request for clarification regarding the procedure and 

appointment of new electoral rectors by the Supreme Court, lodged by former 

National Constituent Assembly Deputy Pablo Medina. 

 

 

 

 

                                                        
1 Because this newsletter’s deadline predates the US government’s executive order declaring Venezuela an 
“unusual and extraordinary threat to the national security and foreign policy,” it is not mentioned, nor are 
the internal and external reactions to this decree. 
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I. CONTEXT OF THE COUNTRY 
 

In a speech broadcast on TV February 12, President Nicolás Maduro announced 

http://albaciudad.org/wp/index.php/2015/02/iban-a-usar-un-avion-tucano-para-atacar-miraflores-y-telesur-presidente-maduro-anuncia-desarticulacion-de-ataque-golpista/
http://www.voluntadpopular.com/index.php/ver-noticia/8-noticias/2330-llamado-a-los-venezolanos-a-un-acuerdo-nacional-para-la-transicion
http://www.noticierodigital.com/2015/02/diosdado-cabello-ledezma-mcm-capriles-y-borges-estan-involucrados-en-el-golpe-de-estado/
http://www.diariolavoz.net/2015/02/19/diputado-chavez-pedira-allanar-la-inmunidad-a-borges/
http://www.diariolavoz.net/2015/02/19/diputado-chavez-pedira-allanar-la-inmunidad-a-borges/
http://www.eluniversal.com/nacional-y-politica/150223/fraccion-parlamentaria-del-psuv-solicita-investigar-a-julio-borges
http://www.unionradio.net/actualidadur/nota/visornota.aspx?id=194588&tpCont=1&idSec=3
http://www.ultimasnoticias.com.ve/noticias/actualidad/politica/ledezma-fue-capturado-y-sera-procesado-por-la-just.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UapwrbbDj54
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UapwrbbDj54
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“endanger public and private buildings, for the purpose of inciting alarm and chaos 

nationwide”2 - see note). 

 

The mayor’s arrest, however, served as a 

http://www.mp.gob.ve/web/guest/delitos-comunes?p_p_id=101_INSTANCE_v0K8&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=maximized&p_p_mode=view&p_p_col_id=column-2&p_p_col_count=1&_101_INSTANCE_v0K8_struts_action=%2Fasset_publisher%2Fview_content&_101_INSTANCE_v0K8_urlTitle=ministerio-publico-imputo-conspiracion-a-la-rebelion-a-lorent-gomez-saleh-y-otras-dos-personas&_101_INSTANCE_v0K8_type=content&redirect=%2Fweb%2Fguest%2Fdelitos-comunes
http://www.unidadvenezuela.org/2015/02/torrealba-estamos-en-presencia-de-un-golpe-de-estado-por-parte-del-gobierno-contra-el-pueblo/
http://www.unidadvenezuela.org/2015/02/torrealba-estamos-en-presencia-de-un-golpe-de-estado-por-parte-del-gobierno-contra-el-pueblo/
http://www.unidadvenezuela.org/2015/02/torrealba-estamos-en-presencia-de-un-golpe-de-estado-por-parte-del-gobierno-contra-el-pueblo/
http://www.unidadvenezuela.org/2015/02/torrealba-estamos-en-presencia-de-un-golpe-de-estado-por-parte-del-gobierno-contra-el-pueblo/
http://www.unidadvenezuela.org/2015/02/torrealba-estamos-en-presencia-de-un-golpe-de-estado-por-parte-del-gobierno-contra-el-pueblo/
http://www.unidadvenezuela.org/2015/02/torrealba-estamos-en-presencia-de-un-golpe-de-estado-por-parte-del-gobierno-contra-el-pueblo/
http://cnnespanol.cnn.com/2015/02/24/muere-un-adolescente-durante-una-manifestacion-en-tachira-hay-un-detenido/
http://www.unidadvenezuela.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/cuadro-pronunciamientos2.pdf
http://www.eluniversal.com/nacional-y-politica/150220/santos-pide-garantias-para-ledezma-y-respeto-a-derechos-de-la-oposicio
http://www.eluniversal.com/nacional-y-politica/150220/eeuu-dice-estar-preocupado-por-escalada-de-intimidacion-en-venezuela
http://www.el-carabobeno.com/portada/articulo/99221/brasil-expresa-gran-preocupacin-por-la-situacin-en-venezuela
http://www.el-carabobeno.com/portada/articulo/99221/brasil-expresa-gran-preocupacin-por-la-situacin-en-venezuela
http://www.rree.gob.pe/Noticias/Paginas/CO-008-15.aspx
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The situation created in the country following Ledezma’s arrest also raised 

concerns among multilateral organizations. The Union of South American Nations 

(UNASUR) announced that it would be sending the foreign ministers of three countries 

(Brazil, Colombia, and Ecuador), who had participated in the dialogue process in 

Venezuela the year before, in order to establish a “direct relationship with the 

Venezuelan government,”4 a visit that eventually 

http://www.eluniversal.com/nacional-y-politica/150220/unasur-convoca-reunion-de-cancilleres-para-analizar-situacion-en-venez
http://www.oas.org/es/centro_noticias/comunicado_prensa.asp?sCodigo=C-050/15
http://www.vtv.gob.ve/articulos/2015/03/02/correa-el-gobierno-de-venezuela-se-enfrenta-a-una-guerra-economica-1149.html
http://www.noticias24.com/venezuela/noticia/275845/papa-francisco-se-pronuncia-sobre-venezuela-hay-que-retomar-el-dialogo-sincero-y-constructivo/
http://www.redpres.com/t15976-samper-visita-de-la-unasur-a-venezuela-abrio-camino-al-dialogo-politico-que-se-mantuvo-cerrado
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In Venezuela, however, the delegation’s visit was assessed in diametrically 

opposing ways, depending on the political leanings of the various different political 

spokesmen. According to Foreign Minister Delcy Rodríguez, the visit was “positive,” 

since it afforded members of the delegation the opportunity to obtain “evidence for the 

coup attempt that took place in the country last February” directly from President 

Maduro, (see note). 

According to opposition sectors, the visit was largely perceived as a sign of 

political support for the government of Nicolás Maduro. What made the visit not 

“completely useless,” said Un Nuevo Tiempo (UNT) Latin American Parliament 

(Parlatino) Deputy Delsa Solórzano, was that opposition representatives had the 

opportunity to provide members of the delegation with “a report on each of the court 

proceedings against all 103 political prisoners” and to discuss the circumstances 

surrounding the arrest of mayors Antonio Ledezma and Daniel Ceballos and of 

http://www.telesurtv.net/news/Visita-de-cancilleres-de-Unasur-a-Venezuela-fue-muy-positiva-20150307-0024.html
http://www.coolchannel.tv/2015/03/07/unasur-no-respondi-solicitud-de-la-mud-para-visitar-ramo-verde-y-la-tumba
http://www.eluniversal.com/nacional-y-politica/150307/torrealba-mesa-de-la-unidad-quedo-fuera-de-la-reunion-con-unasur
http://www.eluniversal.com/nacional-y-politica/150323/aveledo-unasur-tiene-que-cuidarse-de-la-imagen-de-parcializacion.
http://www.diariolasamericas.com/4848_venezuela/2988428_unasur-anuncio-fecha-parlamentarias-venezolanas.html
http://www.cne.gob.ve/web/normativa_electoral/elecciones/2010/parlamentarias/documentos/CRONOGRAMA.pdf
http://www.cne.gob.ve/web/normativa_electoral/elecciones/2010/parlamentarias/documentos/CRONOGRAMA.pdf
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Ministry estimated that they might be held sometime between November and December 

(see note).7 

 

According to some opposition sectors, the CNE’s silence on the election date has 

led to concerns over possible cancellation or postponement of elections. Miranda state 

Governor Henrique Capriles said he believes events transpiring during the first months 

of the year reveal the national government’s intent to “impose its own agenda and 

destabilize the country,” thereby precluding the possibility of holding elections (see 

note). He then said that the importance of parliamentary elections should not be 

downplayed because, despite current circumstances, they will be the factor to “tip the 

balance of power in Venezuela” (see note). According to Baruta Mayor Gerardo Blyde, 

the CNE had not yet called for elections because the decision figures into the 

government’s political calculations. “It would seem that no elections will be held if the 

http://www.laverdad.com/politica/71009-canciller-brasileno-anuncia-otra-fecha-a-elecciones-parlamentarias.html
http://www.primerojusticia.org.ve/cms/index.php?view=item&cid=158:en-la-prensa&id=21124:capriles-llama-a-desmontar-libreto-del-gobierno&pop=1&tmpl=component&print=1
http://www.primerojusticia.org.ve/cms/index.php?view=item&cid=158:en-la-prensa&id=21124:capriles-llama-a-desmontar-libreto-del-gobierno&pop=1&tmpl=component&print=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g5aXMDymaH8
http://www.laverdad.com/politica/69894-blyde-el-cne-tiene-la-obligacion-de-dar-la-fecha-de-las-elecciones.html
http://prodavinci.com/blogs/mi-independencia-nunca-ha-estado-cuestionada-entrevista-a-luis-emilio-rondon-por-eugenio-martinez/
http://www.ciudadaniaactiva.org/noticias/detalle.php?&notid=1099
http://www.vtv.gob.ve/articulos/2015/03/05/maduro-a-golpistas-llueva-truene-o-relampaguee-en-2015-habran-elecciones-parlamentarias-2242.html
http://www.avn.info.ve/contenido/cne-activar%C3%A1-este-a%C3%B1o-m%C3%A1s-1000-nuevos-centros-votaci%C3%B3n
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On February 11, SÚMATE asked the CNE to publish the “addresses and hours of 

operation for the 1,568 registration centers activated to register and update the 

Electoral Roll” with the understanding that ignorance of the exact location of these 

centers and their hours of operation would mean “a clear limitation” to the registration 

of new voters over 18 (see request). In the same vein, the Executive Secretary of the 

MUD announced on February 20 that the opposition would ask the CNE for clarification 

on issues announced by Rector Oblitas, specifically regarding placement of the new 

voting centers at locations that had operated previously as government propaganda 

centers, social mission headquarters or locations of the Great Venezuela Housing 

Mission (Gran Misión Vivienda Venezuela). Moreover, Torrealba announced that they 

would be asking the CNE to standardize registration centers because, in their opinion, 

ignorance of their location and operation could constitute an obstacle to young people 

looking to register in the Electoral Roll (see video). 

 

Although the CNE announced the addresses and hours of operation of the 1,568 

centers activated to register voters and update the Electoral Roll, most of the centers 

reported were itinerant, so complaints on this matter persisted (see note). 

 

On February 25, during the EMB’s first official press conference after renewal of 

its members, its president Tibisay Lucena ratified the launch of pre-election cycle 

activities, pointing out that the CNE has all the means necessary to guarantee that the 

2015 elections will be held. Along with other topics, Lucena announced that the CNE had 

requested official projections on population movements from the National Statistics 

Institute (INE) in order to perform a review of districts, so that the electoral body can 

provide this information to political parties to prepare for the primaries. Regarding the 

electoral timetable, the CNE President said the Electoral Roll database is to be published 

on March 4, and the selection of the voters to serve at subordinate agencies will be 

conducted on March 19. She also announced that the CNE would soon call on political 

organizations to audit the Electoral Roll and activities associated with the public draw to 

randomly choose the citizens who are to render compulsory service as election officials 

at subordinate CNE agencies (regional, municipal, metropolitan and parish boards or 

polling stations)8 (see note). 

 

MUD and PSUV Primary Elections 

 

At a press conference held on February 19, Torrealba announced that primary 

elections for opposition party parliamentary candidates would be held on May 3, i.e., five 

weeks before the date originally set for the PSUV primary election (June 7). Torrealba 

also underscored forming a national electoral commission within the MUD, which would 

be responsible for monitoring both primary and parliamentary elections (see note). On 

February 25, however, the CNE announced in a newsletter that the MUD primaries were 

                                                        
8 Concerning the selection of citizens to render “compulsory electoral service” (LOPE, Article 96), the CNE 
page indicates that the draw is “public and automated” and is to be performed every year during the first 
quarter with political parties in attendance, using the names appearing in the most recently published 
version of the Electoral Roll. The rules stipulate that the top five members of each subordinate electoral 
body, and their alternates, are to be chosen in the draw. “The system automatically selects citizens to serve 
as president and secretary” (see note). 
 

http://www.sumate.org/Parlamentarias/110215_Carta_a%20_rectora_Pdte_de_Comision_de_Registro_Civil_y_Electoral.pdf
http://www.noticias24.com/venezuela/noticia/274902/en-breve-la-mud-ofrecera-rueda-de-prensa-tras-detencion-de-antonio-ledezma/
http://www.eluniversal.com/nacional-y-politica/150211/cne-divulga-ubicacion-de-puntos-de-inscripcion-del-re
http://cne.gov.ve/web/sala_prensa/noticia_detallada.php?id=3312
http://www.el-nacional.com/politica/Primarias-MUD-proximo-mayo_0_578342261.html
http://www.cne.gob.ve/web/servicio_electoral/index_servicio_electoral.php
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actually to be held on May 17, and that PSUV primaries would be held on the 28th of the 

following month. In the note, the CNE asked the PSUV to “be flex

http://www.avn.info.ve/contenido/cne-prestar%C3%A1-apoyo-t%C3%A9cnico-y-log%C3%ADstico-elecciones-primarias-mud
http://www.eluniversal.com/nacional-y-politica/150303/mud-realizara-primarias-en-38-circunscripciones
http://www.eluniversal.com/nacional-y-politica/150303/mud-realizara-primarias-en-38-circunscripciones
http://historico.tsj.gob.ve/decisiones/scon/febrero/174287-28-13215-2015-14-1343.HTML
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