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Epidemiological indicators from monitoring studies 
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ivermectin treatment is provided twice a year in most 
RI� WKH� IRFL� �DERXW� ��� RI� WKH� SRSXODWLRQ� EHLQJ� WUHDWHG�
�� WLPHV�SHU�\HDU��� WKH� WUHDWPHQW�FRYHUDJH�GHQRPLQDWRU��
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Amazonas and Roraima states into the Bolivarian  
Republic of Venezuela’s South focus. The vast but 
sparsely populated transmission zone is named for the 
Yanomami people, a migratory indigenous group which 
URXWLQHO\�PRYHV�DFURVV�WKH�ERUGHU�DQG�KDV�D�87*����RI�
RQO\���������2YHUDOO��WKH�<DQRPDPL�$UHD�UHDFKHG�������
RI� LWV� 87*���� LQ� ����� ���� ���� WUHDWPHQWV� SURYLGHG��� 
%UD]LO�SURYLGHG��������WUHDWPHQWV������RI�LWV�87*����RI�
��������DQG�VXUSDVVHG�WKH�����WUHDWPHQW�FRYHUDJH�JRDO�
for the tenth consecutive year. Brazil took the decision 
to deliver quarterly treatment in 3 hyperendemic treat-
PHQW�]RQHV��!����SUHYDOHQFH��ZKHUH�WKHUH�LV�DQ�DW�ULVN�
SRSXODWLRQ�RI������SHRSOH��IRU�WKH�WKLUG�TXDUWHU�RI������
FRYHUDJH�ZDV� UHSRUWHG� WR�KDYH�EHHQ� ������ DQG� IRU� WKH�
IRXUWK� TXDUWHU� LW� ZDV� UHSRUWHG� WR� KDYH� EHHQ� �������
Treatment with ivermectin at 3-month intervals leads 
WR�DQ�HQKDQFHG�DWWULWLRQ�RI� IHPDOH�ZRUPV�� DQG� VLJQLÀ-
cantly reduces the mean numbers of live male worms 
in nodules as well as the proportion of inseminated 
females.

The Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela’s side of the  
<DQRPDPL�$UHD��WKH�6RXWK�IRFXV��GHOLYHUHG��������WUHDW-
PHQWV������RI�LWV�87*����RI���������EXW�UHDFKHG�WKH�����
FRYHUDJH�JRDO�IRU�RQO\�WKH�ÀIWK�FRQVHFXWLYH�\HDU��7R�DG-
vance elimination efforts, the Venezuelan programme 
launched a regimen to deliver quarterly treatment in 
66 communities in hyperendemic areas. The eligible 
SRSXODWLRQ� LQ� WKHVH�FRPPXQLWLHV� LV������SHRSOH��7UHDW-
PHQW� FRYHUDJH� LQ� ����� ZDV� H[FHOOHQW�� ���� GXULQJ� WKH�
ÀUVW�TXDUWHU������GXULQJ�WKH�VHFRQG�TXDUWHU�������GXU-
ing the third quarter and 99% during the fourth quar-
ter. However, conference participants were informed 
that 7 new and previously untreated Yanomami com-
munities where the disease is hyperendemic (total pop-
XODWLRQ�����SHRSOH��ZHUH� LGHQWLÀHG�IRU�WKH�ÀUVW� WLPH�LQ�
�����

Colombia
Colombia has a single endemic focus (López de Micay, 
LQ�&DXFD�VWDWH��ZKHUH� WKH�0LQLVWU\�RI�+HDOWK�GHFLGHG� WR�
VWRS�0'$�LQ�������LQ�DFFRUGDQFH�ZLWK�D�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQ�
PDGH�E\� WKH�3URJUDP�&RRUGLQDWLQJ�&RPPLWWHH� LQ� ������
,I� WKH�ÀQGLQJV�RI� WKH���\HDU�SRVW�WUHDWPHQW�VXUYHLOODQFH��
HQGLQJ� LQ� ������ DUH� IDYRXUDEOH�� LQ� ����� &RORPELD� FRXOG�
EHFRPH� WKH�ÀUVW�FRXQWU\� LQ� WKH�5HJLRQ� WR�UHTXHVW�FHUWL-
ÀFDWLRQ�RI�HOLPLQDWLRQ�E\�3$+2�DQG�:+2�

ecuador
The country’s single endemic focus is the Esmeraldas–
3LFKLQFKD�IRFXV�LQ�(VPHUDOGDV�3URYLQFH��$IWHU����URXQGV�
RI�WUHDWPHQW�ZLWK�FRYHUDJH�!�����WKH�0LQLVWU\�RI�+HDOWK�
GHFLGHG�WR�VWRS�0'$�LQ�������LQ�DFFRUGDQFH�ZLWK�D�UHF-
ommendation made by the Program Coordinating 
&RPPLWWHH� LQ� ������ (FXDGRU� LV� LQ� LWV� VHFRQG� \HDU� RI�
SRVW�WUHDWPHQW� VXUYHLOODQFH�� DQG� LQ� ����� FRXOG�EHFRPH�
WKH� VHFRQG� FRXQWU\� LQ� WKH� 5HJLRQ� WR� UHTXHVW� FHUWLÀFD-
tion of elimination from PAHO and WHO.

guatemala
Guatemala originally had 4 endemic foci: Central,  
Escuintla–Guatemala, Huehuetenango and Santa Rosa. 

Roraima jusque dans le foyer sud de la République bolivarienne 
du Venezuela. Cette vaste zone de transmission à la population 
clairsemée tire son nom du peuple Yanomami, un groupe 
autochtone de population itinérante qui traverse régulièrement 
OD�IURQWLqUH�HW�D�XQH�27)����GH�VHXOHPHQW��������SHUVRQQHV��(Q�
WRXW�� OD� ]RQH�<DQRPDPL�D�DWWHLQW�������GH� VRQ�27)���� HQ������
���� ���� WUDLWHPHQWV� GLVSHQVpV��� /H� %UpVLO� D� DGPLQLVWUp� ��� ����
WUDLWHPHQWV�� VRLW� ���� GH� VRQ� 27)���� TXL� pWDLW� GH� ��� ���� HW� D�
GpSDVVp� O·REMHFWLI� GH� FRXYHUWXUH� WKpUDSHXWLTXH�GH� ����SRXU� OD�
dixième année consécutive. Il a pris la décision d’administrer 
le traitement tous les trimestres dans 3 zones d’hyperendémie 
�SUpYDOHQFH�!�����R��OD�SRSXODWLRQ�j�ULVTXH�FRPSWH�����
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7ZR� RI� WKHVH� �(VFXLQWOD²*XDWHPDOD� DQG� 6DQWD� 5RVD��
KDYH� HOLPLQDWHG� RQFKRFHUFLDVLV�� ,Q� ������ 0'$� ZDV�
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Editorial note. 7ZR� VLJQLÀFDQW� HYHQWV� LQ� WKH� 2QFKRFHU-
ciasis Elimination Program for the Americas were cele-
EUDWHG�DW� WKH���WK�PHHWLQJ� LQ�������

����7KH�WUDQVPLVVLRQ�VWDWXV�RI���RI����IRFL�LQ�WKH�5HJLRQ�
of the Americas (Escuintla–Guatemala and Santa Rosa in 
*XDWHPDOD�� DQG� 1RUWKHUQ� &KLDSDV� LQ� 0H[LFR�� ZDV�
changed from interrupted to eliminated. These changes 
were made on the basis of the results of 3 years of post-
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