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River Blindness Transmission Interrupted in cross border Metema Focus, Amhara
Regional State, Ethiopia

Onchocerciasis is one of the neglected tropical diseases targeted for elimination in 2020. It is
caused by a parasitic worm that causes skin disease and visual loss and transmitted from person
to person through the bites of infected black flies. In Ethiopia, Onchocerciasis is endemic in five
regions which include Amhara, South nations and nationalities and peoples, Gambella, Oromia
and Benishangul Gumuz. The total districts known to be endemic for Onchocerciasis were 197
and more than 19 million people at risk for the infection. Of these districts Metema focus was
known to be endemic in 2000/2001 based on rapid epidemiological mapping of Onchocerciasis
(REMO). These includes entire parts of West Armachiho, Tegede, Chilga and GendaWuha and
larger parts of Qu



Post treatment surveillance and health education activities will continue for 3-5 years in the areas



