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What’s New in 2002? 

 
SUDAN GWEP REVIEWS PROGRESS 
 
Sudan has reported 21,433 cases of dracunculiasis in January-July 2002, which is 73% of the global total of cases 
reported for that period.  Whereas 36% of 8,058 endemic villages reported in January-July 2001, 62% of 6,224 endemic 
villages reported during the same period of 2002.  The latest update on the status of the program was discussed 
during the annual Program Review of the Guinea Worm Eradication Programs of Sudan, Ethiopia and Uganda, which 
was held in Nairobi, Kenya on September 30 – October 2.  The percentage of known endemic villages with nylon 
filters in every household increased from 29% to 58% between 2001 and 2002, and over 7 million pipe filters were 
distributed in 2001.  Health education talks by village volunteers have increased from 50% to 83% of endemic 
villages, and are increasingly supplemented by radio broadcasts in local languages.  Abate usage is still limited in all 
but the northern states of the country. 
 
Figure 1   

Distribution By state of Origin of 42 Cases Exported by Sudan 
to Ethiopia, Kenya and Uganda During Jan. - Sept., 2002 
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Table 1

Number of cases contained and number reported by month during 2002*

(Countries arranged in descending order of cases in 2001)

NUMBER OF CASES CONTAINED / NUMBER OF CASES REPORTED
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(8) Indicates month for which reports were received, i.e., Jan. - Aug. 2002 
NR No Report

COUNTRY
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21,433

3,425

2,612

910

345

251

183

109

57

24

18

6

Sudan (7)

Ghana (8)

Nigeria (9)

Togo (9)

Burkina Faso (8)

Mali (8)

Cote d'Ivoire (8)

Niger (9)

Benin (8)

Ethiopia (9)

Mauritania (8)

Uganda (8)



 

NIGERIA: -43% REDUCTION IN CASES, INCREASED INTERVENTIONS 
 
Nigeria has reported 2,612 cases of dracunculiasis in January – September 2002, which is 
a reduction of -43% from the 4,557 cases that were reported for the same period of 2001.  
Twenty-one (21) states and the Federal Capitol Territory are now apparently free of the 
disease, leaving 15 states still endemic.  69% of all cases remaining are found in only four 
states (Benue, Oyo, Niger, and Ebonyi) and 70% of cases are located in only 13 Local 
Government Areas (LGAs).  A highly endemic village (Attaliawaga) with 61 cases in 
August alone was discovered in Niger State in which transmission had been going on 
unbeknownst to the program for the past three years.  However, the latest Nigeria – 

Cameroon border meeting, held at Tokombere, Cameroon on August 6th, confirmed that no case has been exported 
from Nigeria to Cameroon so far this year. 
 
By intervening effectively in known endemic villages, Nigeria has reduced the number of new endemic villages in 
January – August this year to 144 (15% of all villages reporting one or more cases), as compared to 227 such new 
endemic villages (31% of all villages with one or more cases) during the same period of 2001.  Since last year, the 
program has increased the percentage of endemic villages with filters in all households from 89% to 98%, raised the 
percentage of endemic villages with at least one source of safe drinking water to 60% (from 52%), intensified health 
education, and improved the use of Abate.  A new national line-listing of priority endemic villages needing improved –
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